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A Guide to Understanding Your Psychoeducational Assessment Report

This guide is designed to make it easier to read and understand your child’s (or your)
psychoeducational assessment report. After you read the report, please call me if you have
questions or if I can be of further help.

The first page of the assessment report lists basic information about your child, the reason for the
assessment, and the tests that your child was given. The rest of the report is divided into sections:

Background Information: This section outlines the information you gave me when we met
before the testing began and may include additional information from past reports or school
records. Please let me know if | made any mistakes. I will correct them and reprint the corrected
report.

Behavioral Observations: A summary of my observations about your child’s language skills,
attention, and other testing behaviors that may have affected his/her test performance.

Test Results: Your son/daughter was given many tests that were developed by testing them on
thousands of other children and gathering information about how those children performed. This
section lists all of the tests that your child was given, along with scores that compare him/her
with other children his or her age from the research sample. All of the tests and the scores are
described in detail in the next section, Test Interpretation.

Cognitive and Achievement Tests: Psychoeducational tests vary in the way they are
scored. Some have an average score of 100, with most children scoring between 85 and 115 (i.e.,
this is what I mean when I write “national mean = 100; standard deviation = 15"). Other tests (or
subtests) use an average of 10, with most children scoring between 7 and 13 (i.e., “mean = 10;
standard deviation = 3"). Other tests have an average score of 50 (these are called T-scores), with
most children scoring between 40 and 60 (i.e., “national mean = 50; standard deviation = 10").
On all of these tests, higher scores mean better performance. However, only certain (large)
differences are considered important, while others are not considered to be differences at all. For
example, if your child gets a 9 on one subtest and a 10 on another, the scores are considered to be
equivalent to each other. Scores on tests generally fall into these categories:

Category Score range (when 100 = average) Score range (10 = average)

Impaired 70 or below 4 or below
Borderline 71-80 5-6

Low Average 81-90 7-8

Average 91-109 0-11

Above Average 110-119 12-13
Superior 120-129 14-15

Very Superior 130 and above 16 and above
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Behavioral Tests: Many behavioral forms that you may be asked to complete use T-scores
(see above, they have an average of 50, and most scores fall between 40 and 60). On behavioral
scales, higher scores usually mean more behavioral problems, with scores above 65 or 70 being
of particular concern.

Percentile Rank: All test results also include a percentile. This is the number of children
out of 100 who have scores lower than your child. 26™ to 74" percentiles are average, 75" to 90™
percentile are High Average, 91* to 97" percentile are Superior, and 98" percentile and up are
Very Superior (what is usually considered “gifted”).

Percentiles are a good way to think about how your child is doing compared with other
children out there. However, you cannot compare differences in percentiles the way you can
compare differences in scores. For example, a scaled score of 9 and a scaled score of 11 are both
considered ‘average' and are not statistically different from each other, but the 9 is in the 37"
percentile and the 11 is in the 63™ percentile. These percentiles make the difference sound much

bigger than it is statistically.

Test Interpretation: This section describes in detail all of the tests that your child was given. It
is divided into several sections: 1) Cognitive, 2) Achievement, 3) Parent and Teacher Reports, 4)
Emotional Screener.

1. Cognitive: This section begins by listing your child’s IQ scores and may discuss which,
if any, of the scores best summarizes your child's abilities. The report then describes the different
types of intelligence that research has found. The research on which I base my reports is called
the Cattell-Horn-Carroll theory of cognitive abilities (see
http://alpha.fdu.edu/psychology/chc_theory.htm) for an explanation).

All of the different areas of intelligence are described in detail in this section of the
report. The first paragraph explains how these abilities may affect children’s learning and in the
real world. The second paragraph describes the tests that your child was given for each type of
intelligence and how your child performed on these tests. At the end of that paragraph his/her
performance is summarized in bold. Briefly, the different types of intelligence are:

Crystallized Abilities- what you know, verbal ability, how you reason with words

Fluid Reasoning- ability to think about new ideas, figure out new tasks that you may
have never encountered before.

Visual Processing- ability to perceive and manipulate visual, nonverbal things

Auditory Processing- ability to discriminate and manipulate the sounds in words, ability
to understand words under noisy conditions, etc.

Short Term Memory- remembering things you have just seen or heard

Long Term Storage and Retrieval- remembering over time and how quickly and easily
you can retrieve that information from memory

Processing Speed- how fast you can think and do things that are rote







